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(olumbus
June 3 - July 8, 2006

Opening reception Saturday, June 3rd, 6 - 8 pm

(olumbus, on exhibition by New York based ortist Kehinde Wiley, whose portroits of Africon Americon men com-
bine elements of modern culture with an Old Moster's influence, will be on view June 3, 2006, through July 8,
2006, ot Roberts & Tilton. The exhibition will consist of on environment referencing stoid, museum treditions ond
philosophies. Eoch of Wiley's pointings included in the exhibition is based on specific masterworks from the
(olumbus Museum’s permanent collection where the exhibit will travel in September 2006.

Wiley's work incorporates o range of ortistic vernaculors directly from art historicol references 1o o looser, more
hybridized concept of modern culture ranging from French Rococo 1o todoy’s urban streets. He collopses history
ond style into o unique contemporary vision. Wiley describes his opproach as “interrogoting the notion of the mas-
ter painter, ot once critical and complicit,” and he creates large scole figurative paintings that “quote historical
sources and position young block men within that field (of power).” The vividly colorful pointings, often odorned
with ormote gilded fromes, depict young black men in urban dress, ond posed in o monner reminiscent of
Renaissance ortists such os Tiepolo and Titian, and surrounded with o barrage of Boroque or Rococo decorative pot-
terns. Using models from the city of Columbus and inspiration from the figures in the paintings ot the Columbus
Museum, these portroits exomine not only how African Americon males ore perceived by others, but olso how they
see themselves, while olso simultaneously exomining the significance of ornamentotion and range of iconogrophy.
Born ond roised in Los Angeles, Wiley earned his MFA from Yole University, ond holds o BFA from the Sen Francisco
Art Institute. In the spring of 2001, Wiley moved 1o New York to porticipote in the Arfistin-Residence progrom of
the Studio Museum in Horlem. In 2007, Wiley will mount o solo exhibition ot the Nationol Portroit Gollery in

Woshington, D.C
C(olumbus travels 1o the Columbus Museum of Art, September 8, 2006 - Jonuary 7, 2007.

A 40-poge hard-cover book of the exhibition published by the Columbus Museum of Art and Roberts & Tilten
avoiloble through www.columbusmuseum.org

Support for the Roberts & Tilton presentation of Columbus provided by -

UPCOMING AT ROBERTS & TILTON

July 15 - August 12, 2006

Thomas Campbell main gollery

Thomas Compbell’s multi-loyered, mixed media constructions and pointings are both colorful and profound. The
works, unmistokably executed with evidence of the human, hand ore pointed, drown, cut or sewn with intricate ren-
derings of charocters ond text. The end result is o sophisticoted dichotomy thet is port concept, part handeroft,
which together offer an insightful look ot contemporory life.

Matt Leines project room

Drowing influence from Hermetic Sciences to Hulk Hogon ond Horold Hardroda to He-Mon, Matt Leines points pic-
tures thet depict the culture and conflicts of o fantasy world inhabited by moustached men, wild beosts, ond living
orchitecture.

Gollery hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 11:00am 1o 6:00pm or by oppointment. For odditional
information, please contoct Lindsay Charlwood ot 323.549.0223 or via lindsay@robertsandtilton.com
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